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farmers and landlords must suffer, I think the temporary
ague-fit will, on the whole, be advantageous to the coun-
try. It will check that inordinate and unbecoming spirit
of expense, or rather extravagance, which was poisoning
all classes, and bring us back to the sober virtues of our
ancestors. It will also have the effect of teaching the
landed interest, that their connection with their farmers
should be of a nature more intimate than that of mere
payment and receipt of rent, and that the largest offerer
for a lease is often the person least entitled to be pre-
ferred as a tenant. Above all, it will complete the de-
struction of those execrable quacks, terming themselves
land-doctors, who professed, from a two days' scamper
over your estate, to tell you its constitution, — in other
words its value, — acre by acre. These men, paid ac-
cording to the golden hopes they held out, afforded by
their reports one principal means of deceiving both land-
lord and tenant, by setting an ideal and extravagant
value upon land, which seemed to entitle the one to ex-
pect, and the other to offer, rent far beyond what any
expectation formed by either, upon their own acquaint-
ance with the property, could rationally have warranted.
More than one landed gentleman has cursed, in my pre-
sence, the day he ever consulted one of those empirics,
whose prognostications induced him to reject the offers
of substantial men, practically acquainted with the locale.
Ever, my dear Morritt, most truly yours,
walter scott.
In October, 1816, appeared the Edinburgh Annual
Eegister, containing Scott's historical sketch of the year
1814 — a composition which would occupy at least four
such volumes as the reader has now in his hand.1 Though
executed with extraordinary rapidity, the sketch is as
clear as spirited; but I need say no more of it here, as
the author travels mostly over the same ground again in
his Life of Napoleon.
1 [Referring to the edition of 1839, in ten volumes.]

